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A CHURCH-WIDE STUDY FOR LENT 



Dear WUMC Friends, 

 
I want to begin this month by saying ―Thank You.‖  Thank you, from myself and 

all of our staff, for your generous outpouring of love at Christmas.  Your staff 
love gift was truly generous and much appreciated.  We receive this gift with     
humility and gratitude and know that it is a sign of your love and support.  We 

are blessed to serve with you at WUMC and thank you for making our         
Christmases a little bit more special.  In addition to the love gift that our SPRC 

coordinated, thank you also for the cards, cookies, notes, and other greetings 
and Christmas wishes. 
 

As we move into 2010, it’s hard to believe that Lent is almost upon us.  Ash 
Wednesday is February 17, just weeks away.  This year we have a special     

worship and study opportunity that I hope you will take part in.  Lent will begin 
with our normal Ash Wednesday services. Then, we will launch our church-wide 
Lenten emphasis, 24 Hours that Changed the World.  Using materials developed 

by Rev. Adam Hamilton, most Sunday School classes will be engaging in an     
examination of the significant events that started on the night of the last       

supper.  Each week, Rev. Rickabaugh and I will be preaching sermons that focus 
on the topics being studied.  Devotional readings for use at home by yourself or 

your family will also be available.  This is a perfect opportunity to invite a friend 
to join you in Sunday School and worship.  I encourage you to make participation 
in 24 Hours that Changed the World a central aspect of your spiritual journey this 

Lent. I am excited about this opportunity to share this Lenten experience        
together. 

 
Blessings to you as we begin this special, holy season. 
 

Jim Driscoll 
Senior Minister 
 

Deadline for submissions to The Messenger is the 15th of 
each month. Articles submitted should be typed (Times New 

Roman 12 pt. font) or neatly printed, limited to a half page in 
length and are subject to editing. Articles submitted to The 

Messenger can be emailed to jhunley@williamsburgumc.org 

JOIN US FOR OUR 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

12:00 AND 7:30 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17 



FROM THE YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM! 

Last year—and the last decade—ended with a flourish in the world of Youth     

Ministry, both nationally and locally.  Six years ago, the iconic leader/founder of 
resource giant, Youth Specialties, Mike Yaconelli died tragically in a car accident.  

The death of the ―Grandfather of Youth Ministry‖ left a huge void in the industry, 
and YS struggled to find itself in his absence.  Within a year, YS was sold to 
Christian publisher, Zondervan, and with increased focus on the bottom line,    

finally ran aground in the current economic crisis.  In the spring of 2009, many 
of the small staff was laid off.  In October, YS’s President was relieved.  In      

November, Zondervan separated YS into Publishing and Events divisions;        
retaining the former and selling the latter to YouthWorks, a non-profit             
organization which promptly re-instated the YS President of Events, dismissed in 

the first round of layoffs.  Now, after years of turmoil, YS has regained some of 
its energy and strength-of-purpose.  It is not, and will never be, ―the same,‖ but 

YS is poised and prepared to enter the second decade of the 2000s continuing to 
train and resource youthworkers. 
 

The local flourish was less tumultuous, but no less exciting as WUMC Youth    
Ministry ended 2009 with an Advent Penny Project to support Leonarda’s 

Home of Hope, an orphanage in Limon, Honduras that enjoys the backing of the 
United Methodist ―Advance.‖  By collecting spare change from friends and family, 

some even posting ―grass-roots‖ pleas on social-networking sites, Youth        
generated more than $500 that was presented to board members, Ken and 
Peggy Hook in  January.  Close your eyes and imagine what $500 in coins—many 

of them pennies—looks like.  Now, imagine how much it weighs! 
 

Now that 2010 is upon us, preparations are well in hand for the 2010 Super 
Bowl Chili Sale.  Pre-paid orders for our Signature Meat & Bean and Savory 
Lentil Vegetarian recipes were collected through January 31; all orders will be 

in Fellowship Hall for pickup on Super Bowl Sunday, Feb 7.  Additional 
quantities will be available while supplies last.  Proceeds help fund the 2010 

Youth Missions. 
 
Speaking of 2010 Youth Missions, Applications and FAQ sheets have been 

posted online for both of the scheduled Youth Summer Mission Trips: Middle 
School Jeremiah Project (June 20-26) and the High School “Triple 

Play” (July 17-25).  Spaces are limited and will fill on a first-come/first-served 
basis.  Visit the Youth Missions page at www.WilliamsburgUMC.org for more     
details. 



Opportunities For Ministry 

Our monthly 50’s Plus luncheon 

group will meet on Wednesday,   
February 10 at noon in Fellowship 

Hall. Our 50 Plus group is open to any one age 
50 plus, and we enthusiastically welcome all 
new members! We only ask that you bring a 

small donation for the chicken (provided) and 
a side dish or dessert to share with the group.  

We look forward to seeing you!  

 

 
Our next Moms’ Lunch gathering 

in February will be on Tuesday, 
February 2 at noon.  We welcome 
all moms of infant -  elementary 

aged children for a time of food, 
fun and fellowship!   As always, 

childcare is provided. Please bring $5.00 for 
lunch (includes you and your child).  Contact 
Cindy Banek (229-1771 x258). 

 
    

 
 
New Women’s Bible Study 

Living Beyond Yourself: Exploring the Fruit of 
The Spirit by Beth Moore:  a 10-week interac-

tive Bible study of the Fruit of The Spirit as 
presented in the book of Galatians and con-
centrating on Galatians 5:22-23. This study 

will be led by Nancy Rickabaugh on Sunday 
evenings from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. beginning 

February 21.  The cost for the workbook is 
$15.00.  Call the church office (229-1771) to 

register. 
 
 

 
 

The UMW will be hosting its’ 
annual Membership Tea on 
Sunday, February 7 at 2:00 

p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Our 
theme is ―Collections‖ . Come and see the   

interesting collections of some of our UMW 
members. Bring your tea cup and join us!  
 

 

BAZAAR CRAFTERS’ REUNION LUNCHEON 

 
Have you missed the years of fellowship that 

you enjoyed at the UMW Bazaar craft       
workshops? Let’s get together again--just to 
socialize. Join us for a salad luncheon on 

March 1 at noon in Fellowship Hall.  Bring a 
salad to share. Dessert and beverage will be 

provided by the Olive Casey Circle.  An assort-
ment of photos, newspaper clippings,  and   
ornaments sold over the years, will be on 

hand to refresh our memories.   If you have 
similar items to show, please bring them, 

along with humorous stories that occurred be-
tween 1989, when we began, and 2005, when 
we ended. If time allows, there will be a 

―Show-and-Tell‖ period for you to share recent 
arts or crafts you have made, photos of your 

grandchildren, etc. Come join us!  Questions?  
Sylvia Montroy (565-0411). 

 
 
 

 
 

THE UMM will convene Saturday, 
March 6, at   8:00 a.m. for their 
Breakfast meeting in Fellowship 

Hall. All men in the parish are     
invited.  The cost is $5.00 per     

person.  Todd Freneaux  will share 
with us his ministry with the 

Jeremiah Project. RSVP to Dick Spaulding 

(565-6252)  by Monday, March 1. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Save the Date! 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt and Lunch:   

Saturday, April 3, 11:00 a.m. at the church 



UMW Circle Meetings 
 
Olive Casey Circle – Monday, February 1, at 11:00 a.m.,  luncheon at the home of Judi 

French. 

 

Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, February 2, at 9:45 a.m., UMW Room 

309, followed by lunch at a local restaurant. 

 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, February 2, at 1:30 p.m., Chambrel Activities Room. 

 

Susannah Wesley Circle – Wednesday, February 3, , at    10:00 a.m., UMW Room 309. 

 

Friendship Circle – Monday, February 8,  10:30 a.m., member’s home or  Rm. 309. 

 

Windsor Meade Circle – Monday, February 8,  10:30 a.m. in the Activity Room of   

Windsor Hall.  Phyllis Putnam and Charlie Clark will present the program, ―Giving Our 

Hearts Away, Native American Survival.‖ 

 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, February 9, at 1:00 p.m., in UMW Room 309. 

 

Sisters in Faith Circle –Tuesday, February 9, at 7:00 p.m., UMW Room 309. 

 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, February 16,  10:30 a.m.,  2nd floor, Studio 

200, Williamsburg Landing Building. 

Global Outreach has appointed the following four entities as recipients of 

the Lenten Offering: 
 

 Haiti Earthquake Relief: UMCOR Advance #418325 Haiti Emergency 

 Living expense relief for 9 Latvian UMC pastors, all of whom are living below 

 poverty level, several of whom are pastoring two churches 

 Sudan Relief:  UMCOR Advance #184385 Sudan Emergency 

 A donation to support activities for the Cambodian Street Children Ministry of 

 Clara Biswas, one of WUMC's covenant missionaries 



William Platzoeder, who died January 4 (husband of Kay) 

 
Martha Turnage, who died January 5 

 
Dorcas Bartley, who died January 5 (wife of Dan) 
 

Lucille Payne, who died January 6 
 

Betty Hastings, who died January 12 (wife of Earl) 
 

Our Condolences to the families of… 

Children's Choir Festival and Worship Service 
 

On Saturday, February 20, WUMC will present its biennial Children's 

Choir Festival. This year's guest conductor will be Mark Patterson, a 
highly respected composer of children's choral literature and a nation-

ally sought-after clinician.    

 

Children in Grades 3 – 7, representing churches throughout Virginia 
(including members of our Wesley Choir) will participate in the festi-
val choir, and their directors will have the opportunity to observe and 

learn from Dr. Patterson throughout the day. 

       

The festival will culminate in a worship service in the sanctuary at 
2:45 p.m.  It is free and open to the public.   A free-will offering will 
be taken to help defray expenses.   

The Williamsburg UMM Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper is just a 
few short weeks away!  Mark your calendars for Tuesday evening, 
February 16 from 5:00  and 7:00 p.m., for a joyful meal of 

pancakes, sausages and all the trimmings prepared by our chefs 
and served up by our ―handsome waiters‖.  Tickets are $7 for 

adults and $4 for children 12 and under.  They are available from 
UMM members and will also be sold between services in the Atrium 
on Sundays  Feb 7 and 14.  Proceeds from the Pancake Supper are 

used to fund the John & Helen Harbour Scholarship Fund, which 
provides theology graduate students with financial aid.   Join us in 

Fellowship Hall for good food and good fellowship! 



 

 

Save the date:  
  Monday, march 8, 2010  
 

Boston University School of Theology Seminary Singers 
7:00 p.m. concert of quality sacred music 

(featuring our very own former choir member  

& W&M student  Carrie Bruner) 

 

followed by afterglow reception 
 

Directed by Rev. Chad William Kidd  

 

A freewill love offering will be collected 
 

 

 
 Informational Meeting, February 15, 7:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall 

 
There will be a meeting for the sharing of information about ministry to the 

military.  The principal speaker will be Colonel Paul Davis (USAF - Retd), a 
member of Williamsburg Community Chapel and an affiliate of Military    

Ministry, Inc.  After Colonel Davis' remarks, the meeting will be open for 
questions and answers.  If you have any interest in learning more about 

plans for this important ministry, or in sharing ideas about the ministry, 

please attend.  The meeting is open to members of Williamsburg UMC and 
all persons who are concerned about the challenges facing members of the 

military, veterans, and family members.  

MINISTRY TO THE MILITARY 
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 24 Hours That Changed the World  
 

Beginning Sunday, February 21, our church will offer a 7 week study you won’t want to 

miss: 24 Hours That Changed the World. In the study, Adam Hamilton, senior pastor of UMC of 
the Resurrection, will guide you through the last 24 hours of Jesus’ life. The study is designed 

to help you experience and understand the significance of Jesus’ suffering and death in a way 
you never have before. 

Whether you are a long-time Christian or simply curious about the story of Christ’s         

crucifixion, you are invited to join us on this inspiring journey.  Several Sunday School classes 
will be participating in this study, and the topics will be incorporated into a weekly sermon     

series.  There is an optional study book for additional reading that is available for purchase at 
$7.00.  NEW:   If you are not yet a member of a Sunday School class, we will be       
offering a mid-week study session.  This session will take place on Thursday        

evenings beginning February 25 from 6:00 – 7:15 pm.  Childcare will be available if 
requested in advance. 

 As part of this event, we will be making an extra effort to invite members of the          

surrounding community to participate. Begin to mention this meaning experience to neighbors 

and friends, and invite them to be a part of our time together.  Watch the Sunday bulletins for 

weekly information on 24 Hours that Changed the World. 


